[image: image2.jpg]8888%% yp foundation




developing potential in young people
PAGE  
2
[image: image1.jpg]8888%% yp foundation




developing potential in young people

Call for Applications

UNESCO and The YP Foundation
VIKALP: Searching for Alternatives
Youth Forum for Social Change

13th-16th November 2009

New Delhi

Concept 
The Youth Forum on Social Inclusion, to be held in New Delhi from the 13th to 16th of November, is aimed at promoting youth led dialogue and action in India, by bringing together young people from across the country to share best practices and examine strategies on how they can build youth action in an inclusive and cohesive manner. 

The Youth Forum aims to facilitate the active engagement of young people, by focusing on youth led community work in four specific issues of gender and sexuality, education, disability and HIV/AIDS. The four-day forum will bring together 32 young people who are implementing existing youth led community work in these four cross cutting areas and will focus on building capacity and skills, so as to facilitate leadership and explore youth ownership and collective action as an outcome of the forum.

The Youth Forum has been conceptualized by UNESCO and The YP Foundation as a practical dialogue space where young activists working on different issues can come together to reflect on best practices, work through challenges, share resources and develop inclusive strategies for promoting youth leadership and movements across India. The forum also encourages youth practitioners working with varied issues in different parts of the country to explore cross cutting themes and build a stronger understanding of their work collectively, by examining a human rights framework. 

The objectives of the forum are four-fold:

a) To explore the active engagement and dialogue of young people on the issues of sexuality and gender; education; disability; and HIV/AIDS, with a focus on Human Rights and building tolerance towards diverse cultures and identities in India.

b) To build the capacity of young people by facilitating youth leadership, ownership and activism such that young people are empowered to lead youth led processes of social change that affect their own lives.

c) To engage, motivate and inspire young activists to promote cohesive community action through youth-led projects and successful youth adult partnerships in India. 

d) The forum will also feature a 1-day National Youth Festival, bringing together young people working on diverse social issues, with the aim of creating a knowledge exchange and promoting movement building for young people. Participants attending the forum should be willing to share/highlight their work and learning’s from the same at the festival as well. 

The Way Forward

For projects/initiatives that are developed as an outcome of the 4-day forum, UNESCO and TYPF will make available small grants to support collective youth leadership and shall also provide mentoring and support in the development, implementation and assessment of these initiatives. Participants who are selected for the forum must be willing to conceptualize and design initiatives that incorporate the outcome of the learning’s of the forum.
About the Organizers

UNESCO

UNESCO - the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) was founded on 16 November 1945. For this specialized United Nations agency, it is not enough to build classrooms in devastated countries or to publish scientific breakthroughs. Education, Social and Natural Science, Culture and Communication are the means to a far more ambitious goal: to build peace in the minds of fellow human beings.

Today, UNESCO functions as a laboratory of ideas and a standard-setter to forge universal agreements on emerging ethical issues. The Organization also serves as a clearinghouse – for the dissemination and sharing of information and knowledge – while helping Member States to build their human and institutional capacities in diverse fields. In short, UNESCO promotes international co-operation among its 193* Member States and six Associate Members in the fields of education, science, culture and communication. 

The YP Foundation

The YP Foundation (TYPF) in New Delhi has for the last 7 years been a youth led and run movement for social change in India. Founded in 2002, TYPF is a non-profit organization that advances young people’s human rights by building leadership and strengthening youth led initiatives and movements by providing mentoring, financial and infrastructural support. TYPF is committed to developing the uninhibited expression of young people and enabling their ability to influence and create policies that further their rights.

The YP Foundation supports young people between the ages of 13 and 28 through a yearlong   process to identify problems in their community and design practical solutions that address global issues while engaging with local challenges. To date, TYPF has worked with 5,000 young people directly, setting up over 200 projects in India. The organization works with a range of partners, including youth groups, government, UN agencies, civil society organizations, educational institutions and community based movements, focusing on building networks to empower young people in India and South and South East Asia, as well as internationally. 

We develop and support young people’s projects working with supporting slum children (Healthcare, Education and Leadership), Mental Health and Life Skills, Substance Abuse and Addiction, HIV/AIDS (Prevention, Counselling, Care and Treatment), Gender, Sexuality, Rights and Health, Climate Change and the Environment, Human Rights, Citizenship and Governance, Peace building and Culture and the Performing and Visual Arts. 
Deadline for applications: Monday, 18th of September 2009
Logistics 

· 32 participants will be selected on the basis of written applications. There is no fee for attending the forum. 

· Travel (rail), Food, Board and Lodging will be covered for all outstation participants only. The YP Foundation will make all relevant bookings relating to the same. All outstation participants will be expected to report to Delhi on the 12th of November 2009 and will leave after the forum on the 16th evening or 17th morning. 
· Participants selected from Delhi will be required to cover their own stay and travel during the forum. Participants from Delhi will be expected to report in the morning on the 13th, 30 minutes prior to the first session. Lunch and tea will be provided for all participants at the forum for all four days. 

· Due to resource constraints, all discussions held online and the application forum will be in English. 

· For the forum, all participants must have a good understanding of English. We recognize the limitations this puts on applications and apologize for the same. 

Eligibility

· Participation is open to young people between the ages of 19 – 27 years.

· Applicants must have good proficiency in English and/or Hindi as well as a proven interest in community development and human rights.
· Preference will be given to young people who are involved in existing work in the aforementioned issues. 
· Participants are expected to have a basic level of understanding of any one of the four issues mentioned before attending the forum. 
· Young people who have a genuine interest in working with all four issues and would like to learn from existing initiatives in different parts of the country.
Obligations of Participants

· Commitment to attend the entire 4-day training. 

· Participation in pre-forum discussions. There will be 2 -3 weeks of intensive online dialogue so as to establish ground for an effective working forum. Participants must be free and willing to work with the same. The YP Foundation can provide assistance to young people in Delhi who do not have regular access to the Internet by making available facilities for the same.

· The implementation of at least one activity in the 6 weeks after the forum, promoting the community development with youth participation. 

· The production of at least one media article (audio-visual) highlighting issues pertaining to human rights and/or social inclusion.

· The submission of a report detailing activities conducted after the forum.

· Participants are entirely responsible for their own health needs during the 4-day forum. If there is specific support you need, the organizers will try their best to arrange the same for you; however, this cannot be guaranteed and must be cleared prior to your attending the forum, upon selection.

Notification of Acceptance

· Successful applicants shall be notified by late September and will be asked to confirm their attendance to officially register for the UNESCO - TYPF Youth Forum. 

· Due to the large number of applicants, confirmation by participants, after notification, is required to guarantee their place in the Forum. 

· By the second week of October, participants shall be furnished with information regarding the forum schedule, preparation material, and their duties and responsibilities as youth forum delegates.  
UNESCO and The YP Foundation Youth Forum – Application Form

Part A: Contact Details

Personal Details

· Name:

· Gender:

· Date of Birth:

· Address:

· Telephone Number:

· (Office)                                            (Mobile)                                          (Res.)

Email:

· Language: (Please  or underline the correct option)

· Level of written English:  

Weak

Fairly Good

Strong 

Excellent 

· Level of spoken English:

Weak

Fairly Good

Strong 

Excellent 

· First preference of language: 

· Do you have regular Internet access?

Organizational details

· Occupation: 

(If you are a student, please mention so. Please also add the institute you are studying at and your course details.)

If you are working with any organization and/or volunteering with an initiative, please provide the following information:

· Name of Institution/ Initiative:

· Post:

· Are you working full time or part time?

· Contact Details of Organization:

· Website/Blogspot Link:

· If working individually, please provide details of the work that you do and whether it is affiliated to or supported by any institution/organization: 

Emergency Contact:

In case of an emergency, please provide your emergency contact details:

· Name:

· Relationship to you:

· Phone number:

· Email Id:

· Address:

· Your blood group: 

· Do you have any existing medical condition or food allergies we should be aware of? 

Part B: Application Form

Please be succinct and direct with your answers.

	a) Where did you hear about the forum? 



	b) Briefly explain why you would like to participate in the Youth Forum and how you expect this experience to contribute to the growth of your work. 



	c) What do you feel are the basic principles or values behind the work you do or work with the above-mentioned issues?



	d) What does youth participation and community development mean to you? According to you, what is successful youth led participation?



	e) What skills and experience do you feel you can bring to the forum? 



	f) What do you think are some of the challenges young people and or youth based organizations face in their work?



	g) Please provide details of your involvement with youth organizations, grassroots organizations or other non-profit organizations, related to community development. 



	h) Please share your experience of working on two of the following topics: (Do not exceed 50 words)

· Sexuality and gender

· Education

· HIV and AIDS

· Disability



	i) Describe any activity or campaign that you would like to undertake following the program. 



	j) Please give the names of two referees (include name, position, organization, address, phone number and email).  



	k) Please provide any other information that you consider relevant. (Do not exceed 50 words) 



	l) Successful applicants will be divided into four workgroups, one workgroup for each topic in h) above. Please indicate your preferred workgroup:

1st choice: ________________________

2nd choice: ________________________

3rd choice: ________________________

4th choice: ________________________




Disclaimer: Please note that the UNESCO – TYPF youth forum is a non-political forum and that an active tolerance for diversity is expected from all participants.
Participant Declaration:

“I declare that all the information I have provided is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand that any incorrect and false information provided in this application form will result in my disqualification as a participant in the youth forum.”

Signature of Applicant: ________________________________ 


Date: ________________

For any queries please contact:

Pallavi Kaushal

The YP Foundation

Developing Potential In Young People

N 204, Greater Kailash, Part 1
New Delhi - 110048
Phone: +91 11 46792243
Email: yp.pallavikaushal@gmail.com 
www.theyouthparliament.blogspot.com 
www.twitter.com/theypfoundation 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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